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Calculation
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KK MG3 (allow 30 minutes!)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NFBiVIxjDs
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“But do you know how to analyse variations?' I 
asked my listeners, and without giving them time 
to reply went on, 'I will show you how to analyse 
variations and if I'm wrong, then stop me. Let us 
suppose that at one point in your game you have a 
choice between two moves, Rd1 or Ng5. Which 
should you play?' You settle down comfortably in 
your chair and start your analysis silently saying to 
yourself the possible moves. 'All right I could play 
Rd1, and he would probably play Bb7, or he could 
take my a-pawn which is now undefended. What 
then? Do I like the look of the position then?' You 
go one move further in your analysis and then you 
pull a long face - the rook move no longer appeals 
to you. Then you look at the knight move. 'What if I 
go Ng5? He can drive it away by h6, I go Ne4, he 
captures it with his bishop. I recapture and he 
attacks my queen with his rook. That doesn't look 
very nice...so the knight move is no good. Let’s look 
at the rook move again. If he plays Bb7 I can reply 
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Tree of analysis

KOTOV

1. Draw up a list of candidate moves

2. Analyse each in turn…

3. …Once and once only

4. Choose the best move

Exercises & Tips
• Spotting and 

treating common 
errors

• Solving positions
• Without moving 

the pieces
• Writing down 

your solution
• That require 

some minutes’ 
thought

• That you don’t 
get all right
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• Wide before deep

• Always have a choice
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• Quick scan/Progressive 
deepening

Elimination
Saidy Popovych 1982
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Comparison

• Bail-out
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• Move orders

Lawyer or scientist?

Arguing for a side? Trying to find the truth?
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• Picking a move and trying to prove it’s 
the best, not picking the best move
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Existing knowledge
Saariluoma 2
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Play it anyway

Play it anyway
IM Stavroula Tsolakidou (2389) - IM Nataliya Buksa (2377)
24th European Teams Women Budva MNE, 2023.11.15 
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Verbal summaries

“Talk to yourself – not out loud of 
course – that's against the rules, 
and chess players have a shaky 
enough reputation already.”

-- Jonathan TISDALL

Verbal summaries
MILES: He's still got to develop his 
queen's side. If he goes b6 
intending bishop b7, I can play 
queen f3 gaining time, and if he 
plays the bishop to d7 I think I 
could play queen b3. This would pin 
his knight on b4 against the pawn 
b7 and also have some threats 
along the white diagonal against 
his f7 and e6. Apart from that, I 
might be threatening to play 
bishop on g5 takes his knight on f6, 
when he’s forced to take with the 
pawn since his bishop is needed to 
defend the other knight. So if only I 
could find a waiting move . . . what 
about rook e3 . . . yes, in some lines 
the rook would be very useful on 
the third rank for an attack on the 
king's side.

MILES: Oh hell - I allowed knight 
from f6 to d5 and if bishop takes 
bishop then knight takes rook 
attacking my queen. Oh dear, hell, 
maybe I can play knight takes 
knight on d5 and he recaptures with 
his knight, then I can play my rook 
to h3 and if he takes my bishop on 
g5 with his bishop I play queen h5 
simultaneously attacking f7 and h7. 
It might be good enough - still it's 
too late now, we'll see. 

CLARKE: This seems very aggressive 
to me - he's going to play his rook 
to h3 and try and deal a knock-out 
on the king's side. He's evidently 
going to show that he's a 
grandmaster and knock me out 
straightaway. I don't like knight 
from f6
to d5 because of the attack rook h3 
followed by queen h5. I think I'd 
better develop on the queen's side 
and try to counterattack with rook 
c8, but I'm
very unhappy about this position at 
the moment.
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Broadbent-Aitken 1948 
(Jacobs)
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Broadbent-Aitken 1948 
(Jacobs)
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KK MG3 (allow 30 minutes!)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NFBiVIxjDs


