
26/11/2023

1

Using 
games and 
studies

Using your own 
games
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10-minute post mortem
1. Enter moves into Lichess study 
2. Run a computer evaluation over it
3. Examine evaluation chart to see the ‘story’

• Is it what you thought?
4. Find and attend to blunders
5. Find and attend to mistakes
6. Find and try and understand turning points, 

critical moments
7. Try and decide on at least one lesson for 

next time

• Keep a log of ‘lessons for next time’



26/11/2023

3

30-minute post mortem
RECOLLECTION
1. Enter moves into Lichess study 
2. Add variations and alternative moves you remember thinking about
3. Add as many “!” and “±” as you remember thinking about

REASSESSMENT
4. Now, reconsider.  Add more moves, more judgements and try and 

understand now what you didn’t understand then
5. Decide on ‘lessons for next time’

6. Perhaps also:
• Run a computer evaluation over it
• Examine evaluation chart to see the ‘story’

• Is it what you thought?
• Find and attend to blunders/mistakes/turning points you hadn’t 

spotted before 

7. Definitely: Keep a log of ‘lessons for next time’
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Studying 
classic games

• Progressive deepening:
• Look at diagrams, read the comments,
• Try and understand the ‘story’ of the 

game as a sports reporter
• Follow what you can of the moves and 

variations without a board
• Try and decide on a takeaway lesson

• Play along with a board
• Decide on the next move for ‘your’ side 

(write it down before peeking) and have 
a think if your move is out of line

• Don’t worry if you don’t get the exact 
move as long as you are following the 
right plan and the position is not critical
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Studying 
top-level games

• Easy to enjoy!
• Much harder to make use of
• There’s usually a lot going on, much more 

complexity and tension than in other games, 
and the advantage may come and go

• Try and understand:
1. Why this opening scheme works
2. Why this plan was chosen
3. Why this mistake is a mistake
4. Why resignation happened when it did
5. Can you tell a story as a sports reporter?

• Try and find a ‘takeaway’ lesson: a plan, a 
tactical point
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Using studies

Reti
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Reti

Saavedra
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Troitzky

Schultz
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Horwitz & Kling

Rinck
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Lalic

• Solving positions
1. Without moving the pieces
2. Writing down your solution
3. That require some minutes’ 

thought
4. That you don’t get all right
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Benefits of studies

• Widening the range of 
moves you consider 
(resourcefulness)

• Improving thoroughness of 
your analysis

• Boosting your imagination
• Awareness of exact 

calculation/peculiarities of 
a position (e.g. domination)

• Enjoyment!


