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ATTACK and 
DEFENCE

Attack and Defence

1. Building blocks
2. Fastest with the mostest
3. Two sorts of sacrifice
4. King in the middle
5. King on the run
6. King in the castle (1): piece play
7. King in the castle (2): pawns and structure
8. Queen’s-side attack
9. Defence (1): pieces
10. Defence (2): structure
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1. Building blocks

Vukovic’s mates
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2. Fastest with the mostest

Fastest
cuuuuuuuuC
(rhb1n4kD}
70pDpgp0p}
6wDw0wDwD}
5DwDwDwDw}
&wDwDwDwD}
3DwHBDNDw}
2P)wDw)P)}
%$wGQ$wIw}a
v,./9EFJMV
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Mostest
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDq4wDkD}e
70pDbDwgw}
6wDn)pDpD}
5DwDwDwDw}
&wDwDN)wD}
3DwDwGwDw}
2P)PDB!wD}
%DwDRDRIw}
v,./9EFJMV

Space
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDb1wDkD}e
70wDwDwgp}
6wDw0whrD}
5)w0P0whw}
&wDPDP0wD}
3DNHRDBDP}
2wDwDQDPD}
%DRDwGKDw}
v,./9EFJMV
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Steinitz' rules of attack
you can base your attack in having an 
advantage in time (development), numbers
and/or space

Steinitz went a bit further when working out 
his ideas, and said (in rather more words):
1.An attack will be successful if you have an 

advantage
2.If you have an advantage, you must attack, 

or your advantage will disappear 
3.If you attack without an advantage, the 

attack won't work, and the opponent will get 
the advantage.

3. Two sorts of sacrifice
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Sacrificial combination
cuuuuuuuuC
(wDkDwDr4}e
7Dp0wDpDw}
6pDp)w0wD}
5DwDwDwDw}
&wDwDw)wD}
3Dw)qDwDw}
2P)w)wDPD}
%$NGQDRIw}
v,./9EFJMV

Speculative sacrifice
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDb1kgw4}
70p0wDp0p}
6wDnDwDwD}
5DwDn0wHw}
&wDBDwDwD}
3DwDwDwDw}
2P)P)w)P)}
%$NGQIwDR}a
v,./9EFJMV
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Danish gambit
cuuuuuuuuC
(rhb1kgn4}e
70p0pDp0p}
6wDwDwDwD}
5DwDwDwDw}
&wDBDPDwD}
3DwDwDwDw}
2PGwDw)P)}
%$NDQIwHR}
v,./9EFJMV

4. King in the middle
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Rooks

cuuuuuuuuC
(rDbDkgw4}e
7DpDwDp0p}
6pDnDw1wD}
5DwDwDwDw}
&wDwDwDwD}
3DwDwDBDw}
2P)P!w)w)}
%DwIR$wDw}
v,./9EFJMV

Pawns
cuuuuuuuuC
(wDr1kgw4}
7hpDbDp0w}
6wDwDpDwD}
50wDp)wDp}
&wDn)w)wD}
3)wHBDNDP}
2w)wDwDPD}
%$wGQDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV
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Sacrifice
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDw1kDrD}
70p0bhpDQ}
6wDwDpDwD}
5hwDw)wGw}
&wDBDwDwD}
3Dw)wDNDw}
2P)wDw)P)}
%DwIRDwDR}a
v,./9EFJMV

5. King on the run
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King hunt (uncastled)
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDb1kgn4}
70p0pDpDp}
6wDnDwDwD}
5DwDwDwDw}
&wDB)P0wD}
3Dw)wDwDw}
2P)wDwDp)}
%$NGQDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV

King hunt (castled)
cuuuuuuuuC
(rhwDw4kD}
70b0p1w0p}
6w0wDpgwD}
5DwDwHwDQ}
&wDw)NDwD}
3DwDBDwDw}
2P)PDw)P)}
%$wDwIwDR}a
v,./9EFJMV
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Race to victory
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDw4kD}
70pDw1p0p}
6wDpDbhwD}
5DwDwDwGw}
&wDn$p!wD}
3DN)wDBDP}
2PDPDw)PD}
%DwIw$wDw}a
v,./9EFJMV

cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDw4kD}e
70p1wDpDp}
6wDpDw!wI}
5DwDbDwDw}
&wDn$wDwD}
3DN)wDBDP}
2PDPDw)PD}
%DwDw$wDw}
v,./9EFJMV

6. King in the castle (1): 
piece play
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Knight outpost
XABCDEFGHY 
8r+l+ trk+( 
7+ zp wqpzpp' 
6pvl zpnsn +& 
5+p+ zpNvL % 
4 + zPP+ +$ 
3+LzP + + # 
2PzP +QzPPzP" 
1tRN+R+ mK ! 
xabcdefghy

h-file
XABCDEFGHY 
8r+ + trk+( 
7zppzp + zp ' 
6 +lzpq+ +& 
5+ + +pzPR% 
4 + wQn+ +$ 
3+ + +N+ # 
2PzPP+ zPP+" 
1+ mK + +R! a
xabcdefghy
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Rook lift
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDb1rDkD}
7DpDwgp0p}
6pDwDphwD}
5DwDwHwGw}
&PhB)wDwD}
3DwHw$wDw}
2w)wDw)P)}
%$wDQDwIw}a
v,./9EFJMV

Greek diagonal
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDq4wi}
70pDwDpgp}
6wDphwDwD}
5DwDwDwDQ}
&wDw0PDwD}
3DwHBDwDP}
2P)PDwDPD}
%$wDwDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV
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Explosion on g7
XIIIIIIIIY
9rsn + trk+0
9zppwq +pzpp0
9 +pvl snl+0
9+ + +N+ 0
9 +LzP + +0
9+ + + + 0
9PzPP+N+P+0
9tR vL wQR+K0 a
v,./9EFJMV

7. King in the castle (2): 
pawns and structure
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Driving away defenders
cuuuuuuuuC
(w4bDrDkD}
7Dw1wgp0p}
6wDnDphwD}
50wDpHwDw}
&wDp)w)PG}
3Dw)w)QDw}
2PDBHwDw)}
%$wDwDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV

Opening lines
cuuuuuuuuC
(wDw1w4kD}e
70pDb0pgp}
6wDw0whpD}
5DwDwDwDP}
&wDrHPDwD}
3DwHwGPDw}
2P)P!wDPD}
%DwIRDwDR}
v,./9EFJMV
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Holes
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDw4kD}
7Dbhw1whp}
6wDw0wdp!}
50wDPDp)w}
&w0pGPDwD}
3DwDwDNDP}
2P)BDw)wD}
%DwIRDwDR}a
v,./9EFJMV

cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDw4kD}
7DbhwDqhp}
6wDw0wGw!}
50wDPDp)w}
&w0pDwDwD}
3DwDwDNDP}
2P)BDw)wD}
%DwIRDwDR}a
v,./9EFJMV

Weakening the King’s castle

cuuuuuuuuC
(rDw1w4kD}
70p0ngp0p}
6wDwDpDwD}
5DwDn)wDw}
&wDw)NDwD}
3Dw)QDNDw}
2P)wDwDP)}
%$wGwDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV

cuuuuuuuuC
(rDw1w4wD}
70p0ngpiw}
6wDwDpDpD}
5DwDw)wHp}
&whP)wDw!}
3DwDwDNDw}
2P)wDwDP)}
%$wGwDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV

cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDq4wD}
70p0ngpiw}
6wDwDpHpD}
5DwDw)wHp}
&whP)w!wD}
3DwDwDwDw}
2P)wDwDP)}
%$wGwDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV
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King’s-side Pawn storm
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDbDrDkD}
7Dp1nDpgp}
6pDn0pDpD}
5DwDwDw)w}
&wDwDP)w!}
3DNHBGwDw}
2P)PDwDw)}
%$wDwDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV 

Blockading sacrifice
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDbhkDw4}
70p0p1p0p}
6wgwDwhwD}
5DwDP0wGw}
&wDBDPDwD}
3Dw)wDNDw}
2P)wDw)P)}
%$NDQIwDR}a
v,./9EFJMV
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8. Queen’s-side attack

Doubled pawn
cuuuuuuuuC
(wDwDqDwD}
70wDwDk0p}
6b0wDpDwD}
5hw0wDpDw}
&QDPDwDwD}
3Dw)w)w)w}
2PDwDB)w)}
%DwGwDwIw}a
v,./9EFJMV
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Backward pawn
cuuuuuuuuC
(wDw4w4kD}
71bDwDp0p}
6pDpDpDwD}
5)w$wDwDw}
&w0w)wDw!}
3DPDw)wDw}
2wDwDB)P)}
%Dw$wDwIw}a
v,./9EFJMV

Isolated pawn
cuuuuuuuuC
(wDw4wDkD}
7DwDrgbDw}
6w0qDw0w0}
50wDpDP0w}
&wDwDwDPD}
3)wGR)wDP}
2w)w$wDBD}
%DwDQDwDK}a
v,./9EFJMV
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Queen’s-side attack
cuuuuuuuuC
(wDrDw4wD}
70pDwDpiw}
6whwDqhp0}
5DwDw0wDw}
&wDwDPDwD}
3)wDwDNHP}
2w)w!w)PD}
%Dw$wDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV

Pawn majority
cuuuuuuuuC
(w4wDw4kD}
70w1wDp0p}
6wDwDbDwD}
5DpDwDwDw}
&wDpDQDwD}
3)w$w)w)w}
2w)wDw)B)}
%DwDwDRIw}
v,./9EFJMV
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Queen’s-side Pawn storm
cuuuuuuuuC
(w4qDwDwD}
70p0n4bgk}
6wDw0wDp0}
5)PDw0pDw}
&wDPDwDwD}
3GwHPDw)w}
2wDwDP)B)}
%DRDQDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV

Minority attack
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDwhkD}
7DpDwDp0p}
6pDpDrDwD}
5DwDpDw1w}
&P)w)wDbD}
3Dw!B)wDw}
2wDwHw)P)}
%DR$wDwIw}a
v,./9EFJMV
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Minority attack
cuuuuuuuuC 
(wDwDwDwD} 
7Dk0w4w0p} 
6pDpDr0wD} 
5)pDwDRDw} 
&w)wDPDPD} 
3DwDPIwDP} 
2wDPDwDwD} 
%DwDwDRDw}a 
v,./9EFJMV 

9. Defence (1): pieces
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Run away!
cuuuuuuuuC
(w4bDwDrD}e
7DwDpgkDw}
6wDpDpDp!}
50wDw)wDp}
&wDPDB)w)}
3)wDwDwDw}
2q)wDwDPI}
%DRDwDRDw}
v,./9EFJMV

Bring up the reserves
cuuuuuuuuC
(rhbDkDrD}
70p0w1pDw}
6wgw0whw0}
5DwDP0wDw}
&wDwDPDPD}
3Dw)BDwDw}
2P)wDQ)PH}
%$NGwDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV
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Swapping dangerous 
pieces cuuuuuuuuC

(rDb1wdri}e
7DwDwgBDp}
6pDpDpDw!}
5DwDw0pDw}
&wDwDNDwD}
3DRDwDwDw}
2PDPDwDP)}
%DwDwDRDK}
v,./9EFJMV

Defensive sacrifice
cuuuuuuuuC
(wDw4qDkD}e
7DwDw4p0p}
6wDnDwDbD}
50pDw)wDw}
&wDp)w!BD}
3)w)w$wDw}
2wGwDwDP)}
%DwDw$wIw}
v,./9EFJMV
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Castling into it
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDw1kDw4}e
70w0whp0w}
6w0nDbDw0}
5DwDp)wDw}
&wDw)wGwD}
3Dw)BDNDw}
2PDP!wDP)}
%DRDwDRIw}
v,./9EFJMV

Unswappable defender
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDrhkD}e
7Db1wgp0p}
6pDn0wdwD}
5DpDw0w)w}
&wDwDP)w!}
3DNdBGwDR}
2P)PDwDw)}
%$wDwDwIw}
v,./9EFJMV
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Unswappable defender
cuuuuuuuuC
(wDwDk4w4}
7DbDw0pDw}
6w0p1wDwD}
50whwDwDw}
&wDwDwDw0}
3DPDw)wDw}
2PGQDB)p)}
%Dw$w$wIw}
v,./9EFJMV

Central counter
cuuuuuuuuC
(w4wDw4kD}
7Db1wgp0p}
6p0n0phwD}
5DwDwDwDw}
&PDwDP)PD}
3DNHwDBDw}
2w)P!wDw)}
%$wGwDRDK}
v,./9EFJMV



19/11/2023

27

Counterattack
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDwDkD}e
70pDw0pgp}
6wDw0bDpD}
51wDwdwDn}
&wDrDPDwD}
3DwHwGPDw}
2P)P!NDPD}
%DKDRDwDR}
v,./9EFJMV

10. Defence (2): structure
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Challenging open lines
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDw4kD}
70p1nDp0p}
6wDpgwhwD}
5DwDpDwGb}
&wDw)wDwD}
3Dw)BDNDP}
2P)QHw)PD}
%$wDwDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV

Keeping lines closed
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDb1kgw4}
70pDnDpdp}
6wDnDpDpD}
5Dw0p)wDw}
&wDw)wDwD}
3Dw)BDNDw}
2P)wHw)P)}
%$wGQIwDR}a
v,./9EFJMV
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Avoiding weaknesses
cuuuuuuuuC
(rDwDwDkD}
70b0nDw0p}
6w0wDp4wD}
5DwDwDpDw}
&wDw)w1wD}
3Dw)wHwDw}
2P)wDB)P)}
%$wDQDRIw}a
v,./9EFJMV


